The use of intravenously administered immunoglobulins in the prevention of severe infection in very low birth weight neonates.
In a randomized prospective study in 116 selected neonates with very low birth weight, the effect of standard doses of intravenously administered immunoglobulins (IVIG) on the occurrence of severe infections was studied. No difference in infection rate or severity of infection could be observed between the treated neonates and the control group. The lack of effect could not be explained by an insufficient increase in the IgG serum levels, or inversely, by high immunosuppressive IgG levels. It is concluded that in very low birth weight neonates the administration of IVIG, under the conditions used in this investigation, does not protect against severe infection.